


LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
79 Harrington Road, Loddington, NN14 1JZ
T: 01536 710525
Email: clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk  Website: www.loddingtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
FRIDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2023 
Sports Pavilion Harrington Road Loddington NN14 1JZ
Present: 	Cllr Alan Durn (Chair), Cllr Alice Ablett, Cllr Heidi Faulkner,
	Cllr Mark Reneerkens, Jane Mann (Clerk)
		Kate Reneerkens Highway Officer 
	Item no
	Decisions 
	Action

	23/32
	Apologies for absence:
 Apologies received from Cllrs Sara Neville and Lorraine Wensor were approved.  
 NNC Cllr Jim Hakewill had also provided his apologies.

	

	23/33
	Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Durn declared a non-pecuniary interest in his Playing Field Manager and Village Hall roles.

	


	23/34
	Public session: 
i. A resident’s request to remove shrubs from Main Street was considered.  Councillors felt that the shrubs added character to Main Street. There were concerns that if the shrubs were removed that this would cause an even greater problem with cars being parked on the verges.  Work had recently been undertaken on the shrubs following the end of the nesting season, which it was felt would alleviate problems when driving in and out of Stable Yard.  It was acknowledged that next year it may be prudent to undertake the pruning before the start of the nesting season.
ii. A resident’s request for further traffic calming or signage along Harrington Road was considered. The resident had concerns about the speed of traffic approaching the row of terraced houses from Harrington direction where the road is reduced to a single lane by parked cars.  It was agreed to approach Highways regarding a solution.
iii. An update had been requested regarding the limited use of the speed equipment on the Kettering side of Harrington Road. Cllr Durn explained that two 3kg batteries had to be recharged/ changed every 6 days. The Mawsley side had the advantage of being solar. It was agreed that costs for solar conversion should be sought. In the meantime, Cllr Reneerkens would take on responsibility for charging the batteries.

	



   




MR




AD/MR

	23/35
	Minutes:
It was resolved to approve for signature the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 6 July.

	


	23/36
	i. The financial situation on 29 September 2023 was a balance of £3,977,68 in the precept account and £12,745,59 in the recreation account. 
ii. The Parish Council received confirmation that internal controls had been followed.
iii. Cllr Reneerkens had now been added as a bank signatory.
iv. It was agreed to cancel the Parish online subscription.
v. Payments made prior to the meeting in accordance with financial regulations which have been previously authorised and paid by BACS were reported:

	22 July 2023
	Clerk’s salary
	454.29

	22 July 2023
	HMRC
	113.60

	22 July 2023
	Clerk’s expenses
	19.58

	22 July 2023
	Training
	100.80

	1 August 2023
	Water
	170.49

	13 August 2023
	Alan Durn
	93.55

	13 August 2023
	PKF Audit
	252.00

	[bookmark: _Hlk146825474]21 August 2023
	Clerk’s salary
	462.67

	21 August 2023
	HMRC
	115.80

	21 August 2023
	Clerk’s expenses
	19.58

	18 September 2023
	Electric
	523.49

	28 September 2023
	Clerk’s salary
	462.87

	28 September 2023
	HMRC
	115.60

	28 September 2023
	Clerk’s expenses
	19.58

	28 September 2023
	Fireworks
	750.00


vi. Reimbursement for a plumbing bill for the pavilion of £454.80 was approved. 
vii. The clerk reported that the external audit had now been concluded and that the notice of conclusion of audit had been published. 

	

	23/37
	Unauthorised development at Cransley Road:
· NNC provided an update following the plea and direction hearing on 12 September.
Previously, an appeal against the decision by North Northamptonshire Council to issue a planning enforcement notice at the Cransley Road site in Loddington had been successfully defended by the Council.
Following this the Council has been pursuing the non-compliance of the planning enforcement notice – with the case heard by the Wellingborough Magistrates’ Court on the 12 September 2023.
The outcome was that the defendant pleaded guilty and was fined a total of £918 for non-compliance with the enforcement notice.
Now, after the decision of the Magistrate, NNC will proceed with its intention to seek compliance with the requirements of the enforcement notice.
· It was decided that the balance held in the fighting fund, £12,241.22 should remain there as these funds could be useful if NNC need additional support at eviction stage/restoration of site.

	



	23/38
	Progress reports from previous meetings:
i. An update was received on NNC owned garages in Harrington Road. The garage area was trimmed recently, but nothing done other than that.  NNC will be contacted again next week.
ii. The resident’s request for a white line outside their home was being followed up privately.
iii. An update was received on Highways matters:
Cransley Road – Kier returned in August after chasing to reinstate unsatisfactory repairs. Grass verge cutting – Third cut of season completed after several emails/phone calls to NNC Grounds. It was a constant battle with NNC to get any maintenance work completed.

	
MR

	23/39
	Village matters:
i. Cllr Reneerkens provided an update on his Police Liaison and Neighbourhood Watch roles. He attended a PFCC meeting on 19 July giving an interesting update on Roads Policing Unit. Two incidents reported to Police recently concerning certain occupants of Unauthorised Traveller Site at Cransley Road. An Incident reported to Police after an articulated lorry using the Orton Hill got stuck, blocking access to traffic. The vehicle had to be recovered. 
ii. No further joint working initiatives with the school were reported.
iii. The arrangements for Fireworks evening on 3 November were confirmed. Cllr Durn would need to start organising helpers and change the date on the village banners. The clerk would notify the emergency services.
iv. Following attendance at Kettering Rural Task Group meeting it was reported that a request had been made to Lee Rowley, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State in the Department of Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, for changes to legislative framework for gypsy and traveller pitch provision, unauthorised development, and licensing and management of sites. Other points raised, the effective and timely use of Stop Notices and ongoing G & T sites.

	






AD/JM

	23/40
	Councillor vacancies:
i. There were no applicants received for co-option to fill the current vacancy.
ii. It was agreed that a leaflet drop may be more effective than a ‘Meet your Councillor event’.

	
JM

	23/41
	Planning applications:
i. There was no update on outstanding existing applications-Uplands Farm 2021/0765.
ii. It was reported that there had been two applications for tree work in Hall Gardens received since the last meeting.
iii. Other planning issues had now been reported to Enforcement:
Loddington Lodge 
Loddington School AOC 0423/2201/ENFO 2023/00085

	

	23/42
	Playing Field Report:
i. The Playing Field Manager reported that he had completed repairs to guttering, some sections had required replacement. Plumbing repairs were carried out to the kitchen sink and the shower in the referee’s room was replaced. Further work and expenditure were approved:
· Replace broken lock and toilet seat in Ladies’ toilet.
· The clearing of soakaways,
· Hedge trimming and tree work, removal of one tree and crown reduction on another.
· Pavilion maintenance, roof tile to be replaced and repairs to the veranda. 
             The Cricket Club were replacing the old cricket nets.
ii. The Football Club lease agreement was still requiring finalisation.

	





	23/43
	Training:
Cllr Wensor was booked in for induction training. Cllrs Durn and Reneerkens would be attending the NCALC conference in October.

	


	23/44
	Date of next meeting:
2 November 2023

	




Meeting closed at 8.30 pm.
Signed Chairman: ………………………………………………….	Date………………………
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