


LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
79 Harrington Road, Loddington, NN14 1JZ
T: 01536 710525
Email: clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk  Website: www.loddingtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2023 
Sports Pavilion Harrington Road Loddington NN14 1JZ
Present: 	Cllr Alan Durn (Chair), Cllr Heidi Faulkner,
	Cllr Mark Reneerkens, Cllr Lorraine Wensor, 
		Jane Mann (Clerk)
Cllr Jim Hakewill and one member of the public
	Item no
	Decisions 
	Action

	23/45
	Apologies for absence:
 Apologies received from Cllrs Alice Ablett were approved.
	

	23/46
	Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Durn declared a non-pecuniary interest in his Playing Field Manager and Village Hall roles along with an interest in the planning applications for Loddington Hall, 2023/0575 and 2023/0576.
	


	23/47
	Public session: 
It was reported that the police are still looking for premises to use as a hub. It was agreed to include this as an item on the next agenda and in the meantime ascertain their requirements.
A resident had raised concerns to a Councillor regarding a recently constructed electric fence near a bridleway. It was reported that the owner had previously consulted LPC regarding the rights of way.
Cllr Hakewill provided an update on NNC matters.
	
JM
AD/MR 

	23/48
	Minutes:
It was resolved to approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 29 September.
	


	23/49
	i. The financial situation on 31 October 2023 was a balance of £3,371.63 in the precept account and £11,685.22 in the recreation account. 
ii. The Parish Council received confirmation that internal controls had been followed.
iii. Payments made prior to the meeting in accordance with financial regulations which have been previously authorised and paid by BACS were reported:
	9 October 2023
	Alan Durn-refurbishment of assets
	454.80

	17 October 2023
	Electricity
	148.17

	[bookmark: _Hlk146825474]20 October 2023
	Clerk’s salary
	462.87

	20 October 2023
	HMRC
	115.60

	20 October 2023
	Clerk’s expenses
	19.58

	21 October 2023
	Warkton Roofing-repairs
	390.00

	21 October 2023
	Alan Durn-materials
	260.40

	21 October 2023
	Alan Durn-materials
	74.00


iv. Outstanding payments to be made by BACS were approved:
Battery for speed equipment £208.95
Alan Durn-materials £41.99
Spare defibrillator pads ordered-no invoice received yet.
v. Information Commissioner’s subscription of £35.00 was approved.
vi. Payments made were reviewed against the six-month budget position.
vii. The Clerk reported that she had made a VAT reclaim of £686.62.
viii. The draft budget was presented to Councillors for review. The budget and precept would need to be approved at the next meeting. The draft budget will be published on the website.
	


















JM

	23/50
	Unauthorised development at Cransley Road:
It was reported that the NNC’s enforcement officer has advised that he is at last meeting with the Council’s barrister regarding next steps and would update LPC in due course.
	


	23/51
	Progress reports from previous meetings:
i. An update was received on NNC owned garages in Harrington Road. NNC were contacted both on 3 and 18 October, and LPC awaits a response.
ii. An update was received on implementing further traffic calming measures in the village. Cllrs Durn and Reneerkens and a resident met with NNC’s Assistant Community Liaison Officer on 17 October to discuss concerns about speed of traffic in village and pedestrian safety in Harrington Road. It was agreed that Highways would install an additional post to enable one of our existing speed indication devices to be relocated; In addition, temporary advisory 20mph signs would be installed in Main Street, once they are available.
iii. An update was received on the solar conversion of the existing speed equipment. An Elan City representative has indicated that there cannot be a conversion to the battery operated EVOLIS Radar Speed Sign. The manual however suggests otherwise. MG Electrical will look at this. In the meantime, new batteries have been purchased. 
iv. An update was received on Highways matters:
Drainage work has commenced outside 37-39 Harrington Road to install three new gullies to alleviate flooding issue.
Exposed ironwork at junction of Harrington Road and Richardsons Lane has been repaired.
	
MR







AD

	23/52
	Village matters:
i. Cllr Reneerkens provided an update on his Police Liaison role. He had attended a remote PLR meeting on 17 October including a presentation on use of telematics in Police vehicles to reduce number of accidents and vehicle downtime/repair costs.
ii. As part of joint working initiatives with the school an Afternoon of Friendship had been arranged for Thursday 16 November in the Village Hall.
iii. Arrangements for Fireworks evening on Friday 3 November were in place which were of course weather dependant.
iv. It was agreed that Cllr Durn would complete the CommMiniBus questionnaire.
v. A change of venue for Outreach Post Office services was reported. From 6 November this would be in the Pavilion, every Monday (except Bank Holidays) between 2-3pm. Leaflets had been delivered to all properties in the village and posters placed on notice boards.
vi. It was agreed to set up a small volunteer team to undertake minor maintenance. An item would be included in the Messenger.
	





JM/AD

AD



JM

	23/53
	Councillor vacancies:
Joby Simson expressed an interest in becoming a Councillor and was co-opted to fill the current vacancy. He completed a declaration of acceptance of office and code of conduct documents.
	


	23/54
	Planning applications:
i. The outstanding existing application for Uplands Farm 2021/0765 had been refused.
ii. Planning applications received since last meeting were discussed. Loddington Hall 2023/0575 and 2023/0576 – It was reported that Natural England had refused this.
iii. Other planning issues had now been reported to NNC Enforcement:
Loddington Lodge 
Loddington School AOC 0423/2201/ENFO 2023/00085
	

	23/55
	Playing Field Report:
i. The Playing Field Manager reported that Warkton Roofing had replaced broken roof tiles. A boiler service would be undertaken on 1 November 2023 and Wilby Tree would visit the ground on 8 November 2023. The area around the bus shelter in Harrington Road has been tidied up and overgrown bushes removed.
Cllr Wensor would lay the Parish Council wreath in Church on Remembrance Sunday.
ii. The Football Club lease agreement had been issued to councillors for comment.
	




ALL

	23/56
	Training, communication, and conference attendance:
i. Cllr Simson would require Councillor induction training.
ii. Cllrs Durn and Reneerkens had attended the NCALC conference. There was an open question time with the interim chief executive of NNC. Main criticisms revolved around the lack of response/decision making from Planning. AI was highlighted as being a major influence on life going forward. This may result in better and easier ways to report issues to the Council but doesn’t mean the Council has the capacity to respond or deal with them. 
iii. The clerk would only forward necessary correspondence to Councillors. 
	
JM

	23/57
	Date of next meeting:
4 January 2024
	




Meeting closed at 8.45 pm.
Signed Chairman: ………………………………………………….	Date………………………
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