


LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
79 Harrington Road, Loddington, NN14 1JZ
T: 01536 710525
Email: clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk  Website: www.loddingtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2022 
Sports Pavilion Harrington Road Loddington NN14 1JZ
Present: 	Cllr Alan Durn (Chair), Cllr Heidi Faulkner,
	Cllr Sara Neville, Cllr Mark Reneerkens,
	Jane Mann (Clerk)
	Cllr Jim Hakewill (left during the meeting)
	Kate Reneerkens Highway Officer and one resident

	Item no
	Decisions 
	Action

	22/46
	Apologies for absence:
Apologies were received from Cllr Alice Ablett.

	

	22/47
	Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Durn declared a non-pecuniary interest in his Playing Field Manager role.
	



	22/48
	Public session:
A resident raised her concerns regarding the war memorial proposal.  She felt that in the current economic climate it was not an appropriate use of Parish Council funds.
Cllr Hakewill provided an update on NNC matters.  He warned that due to the £23m deficit there was likely to be service cuts. He had enquired again with Planning how they would be dealing with the Cransley Road site. He mentioned that each NNC Councillor had been given £3,000 funding for warm space initiatives in their ward. He said discussions were still ongoing around the number of Councillors required in NNC.  Once numbers are decided the boundary consultation would take place.
Cllr Durn advised that he had received a letter from the Cricket Club, which had been circulated to Councillors.  The Club was asking for a 20-year lease so they could apply for grants.  Cllr Durn raised his concerns regarding how facilities were being left and that the Cricket Club were not seeking the Parish Council’s permission before applying for grants.  Cllr Neville raised her concerns regarding how she had felt that the Cricket Club had been unhelpful at the Loddfest meeting by putting obstacles in the way of the use of the Playing Field for this village event. Cllr Durn pointed out that it was the Parish Council who made the decision on the facilities not the Cricket Club. It was agreed that Cllr Durn and the clerk would formulate a response, which would be circulated to Council for input and approval.
Cllr Durn mentioned that a letter had been received from a resident who was under the impression that the Parish Council had paid for tree work at Loddington Hall. He explained that the insurance company for the Hall had requested a tree survey, which had resulted in a planning application for tree work.  A mistake had occurred, and the Parish Council’s name had been put on the application.  Cllr Durn confirmed that the Hall had paid for the tree work.

	













AD/JM

	22/49
	Minutes:
It was resolved to approve for signature the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 1 September 2022. 
 
	


	22/50
	Governance:
1. Cllr Reneerkens signed the code of conduct.
1. Cllr Reneerkens was elected Vice Chairman of Loddington Parish Council. Proposed by Cllr Faulkner and seconded by Cllr Neville.
1. The clerk confirmed that the external audit for 2021/22 year had been completed and she reported that no concerns had been raised.
1. The review of the internal ward boundaries of NNC had been covered by Cllr Hakewill.

	


	22/51
	Accounts:
i. It was reported that the financial situation on 31 October was a balance of £845.72 in the precept account and £11,889.16 in the recreation account. 
ii. The Parish Council received confirmation that internal controls had been followed.
iii. Payments made prior to meeting in accordance with financial regulations which had been previously authorised and paid by BACS were reported:

	20 September 2022
	Wilson Browne
	642,40

	30 September 2022
	Clerk’s salary
	514.04

	30 September 2022
	HMRC
	128.60

	30 September 2022
	Clerk’s expenses
	20.32

	1 October 2022
	PKF Audit
	360.00

	30 October 2022
	Clerk’s salary
	514.04

	30 October 2022
	HMRC
	128.60

	30 October 2022
	Clerk’s expenses
	20.32



iv. Further outstanding invoices were approved for payment by BACS:
· Jubilee Walk sign £85.99
· Printing £60.00
· Firework expenses £60.00
· Memorial book £24.74
· Boiler service £110.00
· ICO £40.00
· SLCC CILCA fees £410.00
· Total further expenditure £790.73
v. A renewal notice for Parish Online was received but was free with insurance cover.
vi. Actual expenditure was reviewed against budget for the 6 months to 30 September.
vii. The draft budget was reviewed.  The budget and precept would need to be approved at the January meeting.  As predicted last year the precept would have to be increased substantially unless other income could be sourced. The draft budget will be published on the website.
viii. The clerk reported that the energy contract had expired, and costs were due to increase from 14.33 to 60.76 pence per unit (fixed deal for 24 months) or a variable rate. This would temporarily be cushioned until March through the energy bill relief scheme, which was a maximum of 34.5 pence per unit. It was decided to stick with the current provider on the variable rate for the present time.

	


























JM

	22/52
	Councillor vacancies:
The clerk advised that the vacancy left by Hannah Reneerkens could now be filled by co-option along with a historic vacancy from last May. The two svacancies continue to be advertised.

	

	22/53
	Unauthorised development at Cransley Road:
The decision letter from the Planning Inspectorate has been received and the decision made was that the appeal has been dismissed and the enforcement notice upheld. The occupiers of the site are required to leave within 6 months and remedial works to restore the land must be completed within a further 2 months. 
The Parish Council considered the proposals from the working party regarding how to manage excess funds raised. The clerk advised that the internal auditor had recommended that excess funds be kept for six months after litigation. This could be decided upon after the site was vacated.

	



	22/54
	Progress reports from previous meetings:
i. Cllr Durn provided an update on the NCC application relating to the war memorial. 
The applicable licence had been received and was still awaiting a decision from Planning. Cllr Neville advised that she did not want to go ahead with the war memorial. Cllr Faulkner advised that some residents had felt this was a waste of public money. Cllr Reneerkens was open minded about the project.  It was therefore decided not to proceed with this project at the current time.  If planning permission was granted this could be revisited in the future.
ii. The clerk provided an update on the replacement plaque for memorial trees planted on Harrington Road. She confirmed that 8 names have now been provided, which will go on one plaque. She was looking at purchasing this from the Royal British Legion.
iii. The Clerk provided an update on responses for first aid training. This event was re-advertised in the Messenger and only three residents responded.  It was mentioned that one resident may bring along a large group.  Once numbers are confirmed and if found to be viable, she will advertise a date on Facebook and the website.

	






JM


JM

	22/55
	Village matters:
i. Cllr Reneerkens mentioned that it was thought that an individual was living in his car in Main Street.  A resident confirmed that this was not correct and that he was not homeless. He just liked spending time in the village. It was notified that number plate recognition equipment in the county was being funded from speed awareness income.
ii. The Clerk reported that remedial work had been undertaken in the playground.
iii. Arrangements were confirmed for Fireworks evening on 4 November.
iv. Cllr Neville provided an update on the suggestion box. A further article will be placed in the Messenger explaining how the box could be used.
v. Cllr Neville asked Councillors to consider introducing afternoon tea sessions in Loddington. After discussion it was felt that this may be more popular in the summer.
vi. Cllr Reneerkens was looking at further joint working initiatives with the school.  It was suggested that soup and rolls could be served to older residents in the village hall.  The school could make invitations, then make and serve soup. This would be discussed with the school.
vii. Cllr Reneerkens made the Parish Council aware of the lack of maintenance of NNC owned garages in Harrington Road. During last year only £15 had been spent on maintenance.  This will be followed up with NNC.
viii. Cllr Durn read out Cllr Ablett’s report on the Loddfest meeting confirming that the Glebe Field would be used for the event not the recreation ground.  Cllr Neville again reiterated her concerns.  Cllr Durn reiterated that the Cricket Club could not dictate the terms for use of the recreation ground.

	






SN




MR



MR/JM




	22/56
	Highways:
1. The Highways Officer provided an update on outstanding highway issues advising that she was working with Highways in the following locations:
· Orton Hill
· Mawsley Lane/Harrington Road junction
· 35/37 Harrington Road
· Mawsley Lane
· Main Street outside school
1. Due to increased speeding through the village, it was agreed that Cllr Durn should approach Highways regarding reducing the speed limit through the village to 20mph.

	








AD

	22/57
	Planning applications:
i. Cllr Ablett’s report on existing planning applications was read out. It was noted that the air source heat system at the school had already been installed.
ii. New planning applications were reviewed:
· 2022/0615 Parklands Close – supported
· 2022/0593 Rothwell Truck Stop – objection

	



JM


	22/58
	Playing Field Report:
i. The Playing Field Manager reported on maintenance, improvements and usage of the playing field and pavilion. He advised that Cricketers have carried out their closedown for the season. Football pitch has been marked out and leaves are being removed from the outfield. Maintenance internally/externally will be carried out after the Fireworks.
ii. The Playing Field Manager advised that he was working with Tyrone Long from Mawsley Football Club to finalise a draft that would satisfy both parties.
iii. Cllr Durn reported that the school had agreed to contributing £300 each year for the use of the recreation ground.

	




AD





	22/59
	Training and feedback from events:
1. The clerk reported that Cllrs Durn, Neville and Reneerkens were booked on training.
· AD -Leadership in the community 6 December
· SN-Communicating with your community 29 November
· MR-Off to a flying start 17 November
1. Cllr Durn provided feedback from NCALC conference. There had been a full turnout from Parish Council mainly Clerks and Chairs. There was a presentation on 75 years of NCALC, workshops sessions and a climate change presentation.
1. Cllr Reneerkens provided feedback from the electric vehicle charging event. It was agreed that the follow up questionnaire should be completed.

	




MR

	22/60
	To approve items to be included Items for the next edition of the Messenger:
Clerk to be notified of items requiring inclusion in the next edition of the Messenger. 

	
JM

	22/61
	Date of next meeting:
5 January 2023

	




Meeting closed at 9.45pm
Signed Chairman: ………………………………………………….	Date………………………
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