


LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
79 Harrington Road, Loddington, NN14 1JZ
T: 01536 710525
Email: clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk  Website: www.loddingtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THURSDAY 7 MARCH 2024 
Sports Pavilion Harrington Road Loddington NN14 1JZ
Present: 	Cllr Alan Durn (Chair), Cllr Alice Ablett, Cllr Heidi Faulkner,
	Cllr Sara Neville, Cllr Mark Reneerkens, Cllr Joby Simson
Cllr Lorraine Wensor, Jane Mann (Clerk) Three members of the public
	Item no
	Decisions 
	Action

	23/70
	Apologies for absence:
 There were no apologies. 
	

	23/71
	Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Durn declared a non-pecuniary interest in his Playing Field Manager and Village Hall roles.
	


	23/72
	Public session: 
i. The Parish Council considered a request that all playing field users should close the car park gates. It was reported that when sports sessions were complete the gates were closed but it was more difficult to monitor with visiting workmen and Post Office afternoons. It was reiterated that dog owners should be responsible for their dogs whilst using the playing field.
ii. It was reported that moss in the playground was dangerous to children. The clerk would contact the playground team at NNC to request that moss is removed.
	
 


 
JM

	23/73
	Minutes:
It was resolved to approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 4 January and the extraordinary meeting held on 10 January 2024.
	


	23/74
	i. The financial situation on 5 March 2024 was reported, with a balance of £385.23 in the precept account and £10,487.98 in the recreation account. 
ii. The Parish Council received confirmation that internal controls had been followed.
iii. Payments made prior to the meeting in accordance with financial regulations which have been previously authorised and paid by BACS were reported:
	17 January 2024
	Electricity
	62.79

	[bookmark: _Hlk146825474]22 January 2024
	Clerk’s salary 
	495.47

	22 January 2024
	HMRC
	123.80

	22 January 2024
	Clerk’s expenses
	19.58

	26 January 2024
	Peterborough Diocese S137 payment
	300.00

	23 February 2024
	Incognito Systems
	124.20

	28 February 2024
	Electricity
	98.32

	28February 2024
	Clerk’s salary
	495.27

	28 February 2024
	HMRC
	124.00

	28 February 2024
	Clerk’s expenses
	20.08

	29 February 2024
	Bedford Fuels Ltd
	743.19

	5 March 2024
	Wilby Tree Surgeons Ltd
	2112.00


iv. An outstanding payment for electricity £29.25 was approved.
v. SLCC subscription of £183.00 was approved.
	


















	23/75
	Governance:
Governance Policies and documents were reviewed and approved:
i. Asset Register
ii. Risk Assessment
iii. Equality and Diversity Policy
iv. Grant Awarding Policy
v. Grievance and Disciplinary Procedure
vi. Training and Development Policy
	

	23/76
	Unauthorised development at Cransley Road:
1. The Parish Council was still awaiting an update on what enforcement action was to be taken by NNC. In the meantime, a communication had been received from National Grid regarding installing an electric supply to the site.  This action was strongly criticised by the Parish Council. Cllr Reneerkens would contact NNC and National Grid to try to stop the installation.
1. Cllr Reneerkens had attended a meeting with Lee Rowley MP, Minister of State for Housing, Planning and Building Safety to discuss future management of gipsy and traveller sites. It was reported that the Minister seemed genuinely interested in the problems NNC was having with unauthorised sites and was grateful for the information provided to him to assist him in reviewing the legislative framework going forward.
	


MR

	23/77
	Progress reports from previous meetings:
i. Cllr Reneerkens was still pursuing an update on NNC owned garages in Harrington Road.
ii. Cllrs Durn and Reneerkens have attended two drop in Highways sessions and intend to go to another on 19 March 2024. Subjects discussed – Further temporary 2Omph advisory speed signs, connecting speeding equipment to lamp post, repairing the school sign and potholes. 
iii. A meeting had taken place with Ben Wright from Highways where concerns were raised.  It was agreed to have a quarterly site meeting going forward. A response had been received to Cllr Reneerkens Stage 2 formal complaint. The Parish Council thanked Cllr Reneerkens and Kate Reneerkens, Highways Officer for their continued work with Highways.
	
MR





	23/78
	Village matters:
i. Cllr Reneerkens provided an update on his Police Liaison and Neighbourhood Watch roles. He had attended two remote meeting PFCC meetings, covering 2024-25 Budget Overview, Fire Service performance statistics and Fire Service response to Storm Henk.
A suspicious vehicle was reported to Police on 15 February. Two male occupants, believed to be scrap metal collectors, were seen entering private gardens looking for items.
ii. There were no current joint working initiatives with the school.
iii. Arrangements were confirmed for Fireworks evening on Tuesday 5 November and a deposit of £275.00 was approved.
iv. The consultation period to nominate the Hare as an asset of community value ended on 7 March.
v. It was agreed that Loddington would celebrate the 80th anniversary of D-Day by a light display on the playing field on the evening of 6 June 2024, to be advertised in the Messenger.
vi. The Parish Council considered how to further enhance biodiversity in the area. It was felt that the new wetland area already achieved this. No further action was required.
vii. The Parish Council decided not to apply for a portrait of the King.
viii. It was agreed to hold the Annual Village Litter Pick on Saturday 20 April.
ix. It was acknowledged that an excellent job had been carried out, developing the area behind the hall into a wet land. Providing the community and school with a calm and peaceful area.
	










JM




MR

	23/79
	Planning:
1. It was noted that the application for 85 Harrington Road had been approved and concerns were raised regarding the decision/tree work carried out. Clerk to follow up with Planning.
1. There were no new applications since the last meeting.
1. An update was received on other planning issues:
· Loddington Lodge- This was now being followed up by NNC.
· Loddington School -Disappointment was raised that planning conditions were still not being adhered to. Cllr Ablett to follow up with NNC Planning/Planning Committee.
	
JM




AA

	23/80
	Playing Field Report:
1. An update was received from the Playing Field Manager on maintenance, improvements and usage of the playing field and pavilion. It was reported that the Football club has spent over £3K this season on improvements to the ground, with a commitment to spend a further £19.2k over the next 6 years. Waiting for quote for repairs to the veranda. It was reported that as well as the moss clearance one of the climbing frames required maintenance.
1. The Football Club lease agreement was approved,
1. The tree work on the playing field had been carried out despite disruption from a resident.
1. The Football Club had request to erect a shed to store equipment. Cllr Ablett was checking with Planning on any size restrictions.
	



JM


	23/81
	Training:
There were no further training needs for Councillors in attendance.
	


	23/82
	Date of next meeting: 2 May Annual Parish Meeting, Annual and PC meeting
The meeting closed at 9 pm.
	JM



Signed Chairman: ………………………………………………….	Date………………………
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