


LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
79 Harrington Road, Loddington, NN14 1JZ
T: 01536 710525
Email: clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk  Website: www.loddingtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY 2 MARCH 2023 
Sports Pavilion Harrington Road Loddington NN14 1JZ
Present: 	Cllr Alan Durn (Chair), Cllr Alice Ablett, Cllr Heidi Faulkner,
	Cllr Sara Neville, Cllr Mark Reneerkens, Jane Mann (Clerk)
	NNC Cllr Jim Hakewill and NNC Cllr Graham Lawman
	Ian Boyes Assistant Community Liaison Officer NNC
	Kate Reneerkens Highway Officer and three residents
	Item no
	Decisions 
	Action

	22/77
	Apologies for absence:
Apologies were received from NNC Cllr Joseph Smyth and Cllr Cedwien Brown.

	

	22/78
	Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Durn declared a non-pecuniary interest in his Playing Field Manager role.

	


	22/79
	Public session: 
i. Discussion on outstanding highways issues
Cllr Graham Lawman, the portfolio holder for Highways had been invited to the Parish Council meeting to discuss outstanding issues.  He brought along Ian Boyes who introduced himself and provided an explanation as to his role. Cllr Reneerkens had made a complaint to NNC about the condition of the roads in North Northants and the poor performance of Kier since the start of their new contract. Kate Reneerkens advised that the Street Doctor/Fix My Street reporting system was ineffective and reports were not being followed up within 5 working days. Ian explained that reports were normally in the region of 600 but during January had spiked to 1400.  Also, during the winter months inspection staff doubled up as grit drivers which resulted in delays in dealing with reports. Work was therefore prioritised, and occasionally temporary repairs were carried out. Cllr Reneerkens pointed out that the repairs were often not of a high standard. It was explained that there was only one thermal repair machine in NNC. Cllr Lawman did stress the importance of reporting problems, taking supporting photographs and using ‘what 3 words’ to identify the exact location. Discussion then took place regarding specific highways issues in Loddington:
Orton Hill-The Maintenance manager would be made aware of standard of repairs.
Mawsley Lane-Cllr Smyth was overseeing this, investigation work was now complete, design work was underway and when funding became available implementation would take place.
Cllr Lawman and Ian Boyes then left the meeting.
ii. Update from NNC Cllr Jim Hakewill
Cllr Hakewill advised that he had received an update on the unauthorised development at Cransley Road. Planning Enforcement had visited the site on 10 February 2023 and personally delivered letters to the occupier requiring confirmation of the intent to comply with the requirements of the enforcement notice and vacate the site by 1st March 2023. Enforcement visited the site again on 1st March to record the fact that they were still on site and therefore in breach of the enforcement notice. As a result, prosecution papers will be raised to progress legal action for non-compliance with the requirements of the enforcement notice. It was not known how long the process would take to get to Court. 
Cllr Durn advised that the working party had received the same information. He also said that he had been working with a small group comprising representatives from Middleton, Braybrooke, Loddington and Broughton Parish Councils and a representative of Middleton RAG. They are inviting members of NNC to a meeting to discuss the future management of Gypsy & Traveller accommodation. It is the group’s belief that Local Authorities lack some of the powers they require to adequately manage what has become a difficult and complex issue and that some intervention from Government may be required to rectify that. To that end they intend to present a case to local MPs and seek their support but before they do that, they would like to explore issues with them.
Cllr Hakewill also referred to the Planning Review and Cllr Durn shared information from a meeting that he had attended that evening. Cllr Hakewill then left the meeting.
iii. Coronation celebrations in Loddington
The clerk advised that she had applied for a lottery grant to assist with funding the celebrations. It was decided to celebrate the coronation by way of an afternoon tea at the recreation ground.  The Parish Council would work together with the Church and the Village Hall Committee to arrange the celebrations on Sunday 7th May. It would be a simple event with residents bringing along a picnic and some games for the children. The village children would be given a small gift to mark the occasion.
iv. Other items:
· A resident enquired about the second plaque in Jubilee Walk.  Cllr Durn advised that this was now in place and that the letter received from two residents would be answered accordingly. The resident asked about the memorial plaque and was advised that this was now in place too.
· Concerns were raised about a homeless man, living in a van in Main Street. Cllr Durn had already enquired about his welfare. He would talk to him about litter issues.
· Concerns were raised about horses using footpaths and accompanying riders not clearing up their mess. Clerk to include an item in the next Messenger.
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	22/80
	Minutes:
It was resolved to approve for signature the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 5 January 2023.
 
	


	22/81
	Governance:
Councillors reviewed and approved Governance Policies and documents:
i. Asset Register
ii. Risk Assessment
iii. Equality and Diversity Policy
iv. Grant Awarding Policy

	

	22/82
	Accounts:
i. It was reported that the financial situation on 28 February 2023 was a underfunded balance of £2,723.74 in the precept account and funds of £13,351.70 in the recreation account. Total Parish Council funds £10,627.96.
ii. The Parish Council received confirmation that internal controls had been followed.
iii. Payments made prior to meeting in accordance with financial regulations which had been previously authorised and paid by BACS were reported:

	18 January 2023
	Incognito Systems
	93.00

	18 January 2023
	NCALC
	60.00

	23 January 2023
	SSE
	131.21

	31 January 2023
	Anglian Water
	0.74

	31 January 2023
	Clerk’s salary
	542.72

	31 January 2023
	HMRC
	135.60

	31 January 2023
	Clerk’s expenses
	19.58

	28 February 2023
	HMRC
	30.61

	28 February 2023
	Clerk’s salary
	509.27

	28 February 2023
	HMRC
	127.20

	28 February 2023
	Clerk’s expenses
	19.58



iv. Outstanding invoices were approved for payment:
Pavilion materials: £55.96, £24.00 and £86.42.
v. SLCC membership subscription was approved.
	






















	22/83
	Councillor vacancies:
i. There were no applicants for co-option to fill the current vacancies.
ii. It was decided to hold an informal event to encourage new members, date to be arranged. The May meeting would follow the same format, Annual Parish Meeting followed by Annual Meeting and Parish Council meeting. 

	



JM

	22/84
	Unauthorised development at Cransley Road:
This was covered in the public session.
	


	22/85
	Progress reports from previous meetings:
i. The plaques for Jubilee Walk were covered in the public session.
ii. The memorial trees plaque was covered in the public session.
iii. It was reported that the suggestion box was not being currently used.
iv. Cllr Reneerkens provided an update on the joint working initiative with the school, an Afternoon of Friendship, which took place on Thursday 19 January. This had been very successful and it was thought that a similar event, tea and cakes could be arranged next term. Cllr Neville suggested that the school could create posters for the Coronation event.
v. A formal complaint had been made regarding the garages in Harrington Road as the ground maintenance team had not carried out the general tidy up of the area as promised.

	



	22/86
	Village matters:
i. Cllr Reneerkens provided an update on his Police Liaison role. The next meeting was scheduled for 8 March.
ii. The annual litter pick was arranged for 10 am on 2 April. It was acknowledged that some residents had been helping keep the village tidy in addition to the work of the Litter Warden.
iii. The School car boot sale was agreed for 22 April.
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	22/87
	Planning applications:
i. Cllr Ablett provided an update on existing planning applications.
ii. There were no new planning applications since the last meeting.
iii. Application 2022/0423-Councillors considered whether the conditions that the Environmental Protection Officer wished to put into place would alleviate their concerns. Residents have reported the ASHP is already active. It was agreed that LPC’s objection would be maintained. This application was already listed for the next NNC Planning Meeting and a member of LPC Planning Committee would attend.

	





PC

	22/88
	Playing Field Report:
i. The Playing Field Manager (PFM) advised that very little has taken place on maintenance and improvements. The football ground had however been spiked to improve the surface and drainage. General supplies for this year had been replenished.
ii. Ongoing discussions were taking place regarding the Football Club lease agreement. 
iii. The cricket club’s request to extend the lease agreement to a 25-year period to help access grants was approved. The PFM would notify the Cricket Club accordingly.
iv. The Parish Council reviewed the cricket club’s rental fees for the 2023 season. The PFM would notify the Cricket Club regarding the increase in fees.
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	22/89
	Training and feedback from events:
i. Cllr Ablett was considering the Civility and Respect training.
ii. Cllrs Durn and Ablett had attended the Common Land training. Cllr Neville had attended a cyber crime event and would prepare an item for the Messenger to raise awareness.
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	22/90
	To approve items to be included Items for the next edition of the Messenger:
Cybercrime, Neighbourhood alert, Street Doctor; horses and green waste.

	
JM

	22/91
	Date of next meeting:
4 May Annual Parish Meeting, followed by Annual meeting and Parish Council meeting.

	




Meeting closed at 9.30pm
Signed Chairman: ………………………………………………….	Date………………………
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