


LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
79 Harrington Road, Loddington, NN14 1JZ
T: 01536 710525
Email: clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk  Website: www.loddingtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY 5 JANUARY 2023 
Sports Pavilion Harrington Road Loddington NN14 1JZ
Present: 	Cllr Alan Durn (Chair), Cllr Alice Ablett,
	Cllr Mark Reneerkens, Jane Mann (Clerk)
	Cllr Cedwien Brown, Cllr Jim Hakewill, Cllr Joseph Smyth
	Kate Reneerkens Highway Officer and two residents

	Item no
	Decisions 
	Action

	22/62
	Apologies for absence:
Apologies were received from Cllr Heidi Faulkner and Cllr Sara Neville.

	

	22/63
	Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Durn declared a non-pecuniary interest in his Playing Field Manager role.
	



	22/64
	Public session:
The Chair welcomed residents and NNC Councillors and wished everyone a happy New Year. 
As the NNC Councillors had been invited to discuss Highways issues it was approved that agenda item 22/71 was brought forward. Cllr Smyth began by providing background and stating his involvement on the flooding issues in Mawsley Lane. He advised that he had been liaising directly with Ben Wright and he had also been in contact with Ian Boyes and Graham Lawman. Kate Reneerkens thanked all NNC Councillors for their assistance in obtaining a Kier emergency call out but insisted that the route of the problem, a broken pipe which had been discovered more than 3 years ago needed to be resolved as this was deemed a safety hazard on a school route.  It was agreed that Cllr Smyth would take forward the issue, keeping the Parish Council and both NNC Councillors copied into all communication.
Cllr Hakewill then discussed the problems in Orton Road which needed urgent attention.  It was felt that the poor standard of repair work had made matters worse, and this may have contributed to the unfortunate cycle accident last year.
Cllr Reneerkens voiced his disappointment with how Kier handled Street Doctor enquiries and referred to their introductory letter in September 2022 whereby it was stated that remedial work would be carried out as a matter of course.  It was agreed to invite Graham Lawman to the next PC meeting.
Cllr Hakewill enquired about news on the traveller’s site. Cllr Durn advised that it was necessary to formally write to NNC to obtain details of their progress and to ask for their plans to move forward. Cllr Hakewill added that no action has yet been taken by NNC to secure the Desborough traveller’s site.
Cllr Hakewill reminded Councillors to take part in the Boundary review survey.
The NNC Councillors then left the meeting.
The Chair mentioned a communication asking what plans the Parish Council had for the forthcoming Coronation (6 May 2023). It was agreed that the Parish Council should work together with the Church and Village Hall and form a working committee as it had done for the Jubilee.  A March agenda item was required.
 
	













JM



ALL


JM

	22/65
	Minutes:
It was resolved to approve for signature the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 3 November 2022. 
 
	


	22/66
	Accounts:
i. It was reported that the financial situation on 31 December 2022 was a underfunded balance of £1,193.43 in the precept account and funds of £13,746.55 in the recreation account. Total Parish Council funds £12,553.12.
ii. The Parish Council received confirmation that internal controls had been followed.
iii. Payments made prior to meeting in accordance with financial regulations which had been previously authorised and paid by BACS were reported:

	1 November 2022
	Anglian Water
	256.71

	28 November 2022
	SSE
	173.33

	28 November 2022
	Clerk’s salary
	783,84

	28 November 2022
	HMRC
	196,00

	28 November 2022
	Clerk’s expenses
	19.58

	29 November 2022
	NCALC
	64.20

	29 November 2022
	CPRE
	36.00

	22 December 2022
	Clerk’s salary
	509.27

	22 December 2022
	HMRC
	127.20

	22 December 2022
	Clerk’s expenses
	19.58

	22 December 2022
	NCALC Training
	105.60

	22 December 2022
	Memorial sign
	46.90



iv. There were no further outstanding invoices to be approved for payment.
v. Actual expenditure was reviewed against budget for the 9 months to 31 December 2022.
vi. A new 24-month electricity contract had been taken out with EDF.
vii. A VAT repayment claim had been made and £5,159.48 was received on 28 December, £4,046.95 applied to the Fighting Fund.
viii. The Clerk reported that it was estimated that a balance of £9,400 would be carried forward to the new year.  From the £8,000 earmarked for asset improvements £4,000 had been spent this year. It was approved to set aside the remaining £4,000 for asset improvements and anything left would go to general reserves.
ix. Referring to the revised budget and precept computation a budget of £17,850 was approved for 2023/24 year. This represented an increase of £450 from the previous year.
x. The precept for 2023/24 year was agreed and set at £13,450. This represented an increase of £6,950. It was reiterated that the Parish Council had been able to keep the two previous year’s precept low using the covid grant of £10,000 as a buffer. The clerk would complete the necessary document and publish this on the website.

	





























JM

	22/67
	Councillor vacancies:
The two vacancies continue to be advertised. It was suggested that an informal event for residents to meet their Councillors may attract some interest.

	
ALL

	22/68
	Unauthorised development at Cransley Road:
The decision letter from the Planning Inspectorate has been received and the decision made was that the appeal has been dismissed and the enforcement notice upheld. The occupiers of the site are required to leave within 6 months (end of February 2023) and remedial works to restore the land must be completed within a further 2 months (end of April 2023). There were concerns that NNC may be slow to action this and it was felt necessary to escalate matters by writing to NNC to ask for sight of their plans to progress this. It was approved that this could be undertaken by the Working Party enlisting the assistance of our Town Planner, who had guided us through the legislative process.
Cllr Durn added that he had been helping other Parish Councils with their Traveller sites, explaining what was expected during an enquiry and providing guidance on what carries weight with the Planning Inspector. He had recently met with Cllr Dorothy Maxwell to help her with the limited information that she was getting from NNC.

	




AD/MR

	22/69
	Progress reports from previous meetings:
i. Plaques for Jubilee Walk had been passed to the resident who wanted Jubilee Walk to be properly identified to arrange for fixing and to seek approval from owners of the wall. One plaque had been installed the other plaque would need a post, expenditure approved.
i. The memorial trees plaque had been purchased and delivered. It was agreed that this would be placed on the bus shelter overlooking the memorial trees.
ii. The suggestion box had not been used. A reminder would be placed in the next Messenger.
iii. Cllr Reneerkens provided an update on the joint working initiative with the school, an Afternoon of Friendship, which will take place on Thursday 19 January. Although the school had sent out some invites to residents it was open to everyone who would like to attend.
iv. Our complaint regarding the garages in Harrington Road had been brought to the attention of NNC Repairs and Grounds Maintenance Teams who have passed this to senior management for a decision to be made on the garage area.  In the meantime, their grounds maintenance team would carry out a general tidy up of the area.

	

AD

AD
JM

	22/70
	Village matters:
i. Cllr Reneerkens provided an update on his Police Liaison role by reporting on the online meeting, which had taken place on 19 December. It had been reported that there had been an 0,6% reduction in crime in Northamptonshire, compared to a 12.9% increase nationally.
ii. Fireworks evening 2023 was confirmed as Friday 5 November 2023. A discount of £100 has been negotiated on the fireworks for next year, a deposit of £250 was approved.
	



JM

	22/71
	Highways:
1. Following the items already discussed during the public session by NNC Councillors the Highways Officer provided an update on other outstanding highway issues:
· 35/37 Harrington Road was now resolved
· Mawsley Lane had been repaired (similar standard to Orton Hill)
· Orton Road was flooded over the weekend, so an emergency visit had been made.
· A number of other issues, pot holes, sink holes and sign posts had been reported.
1. Cllr Durn provided an update on his request to reduce the speed limit through the village to 20mph. He has posted on Street Doctor and had contacted Fiona Pearce, Communications Officer for Office the Northamptonshire Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner.

	









	22/72
	Planning applications:
i. Cllr Ablett provided an update on existing planning applications.
ii. Cllr Ablett advised that there had been a pre-application for a replacement communication installation at Loddington Coppice, which did not cause any concern. 

	




	22/73
	Playing Field Report:
i. An update was received from the Playing Field Manager on maintenance work undertaken,
Internally – cleaning/ replacing lightbulbs and general repairs. Externally –Work to fallen tree, removal of leaves from guttering.
ii. An update on the Football Club lease agreement was received. Discussions will take place with Tyrone Long – Vice Chair of Mawsley Football this weekend.
iii. No response had been received from the Cricket Club following the letter issued regarding the lease agreement. Cllr Durn will attend their committee meeting on the 16 January.

	



AD

AD



	22/74
	Training and feedback from events:
1. Cllrs Durn and Ablett to attend the Common Land training next week.
1. Good feedback was received from Cllr Durn on the Leadership Course and Cllr Reneerkens on the ‘Off to a flying start’ course.

	



	22/75
	To approve items to be included Items for the next edition of the Messenger:
Items requiring inclusion: Local policing priorities, Coronation ideas/assistance, Suggestion box and Councillor vacancies. 

	
JM

	22/76
	Date of next meeting:
2 March 2023

	




Meeting closed at 8.55pm
Signed Chairman: ………………………………………………….	Date………………………
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