


LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
79 Harrington Road, Loddington, NN14 1JZ
T: 01536 710525
Email: clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk  Website: www.loddingtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY 6 JANUARY 2022 
Sports Pavilion Harrington Road Loddington NN14 1JZ
Present: 	Cllr Alan Durn (Chair), Cllr Alice Ablett,
	Cllr Heidi Faulkner, Cllr Marc Finch, Cllr Sara Neville, 
	Cllr Hannah Reneerkens, Jane Mann (Clerk)
	Two residents
	
	Item no
	Decisions 
	Action

	21/57
	Apologies for absence:
No apologies were received.

	

	21/58
	Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Durn declared a non-pecuniary interest in his Playing Field Manager role.

	

	21/59
	Public session:
A resident had written to Parish Councillors with some questions about the proposed budget, asking why costs had been increased so much yet revenues had reduced or remained unchanged. This resulted in a deficit which had to made up by Villagers paying a precept. Each point was discussed, referring to the budget and precept computation which the Clerk had prepared and published. The resident felt that the Cricket Club fees should be raised and that they should contribute to the water costs as they had done in the past. The Playing Field Manager explained that the Cricket Club not only maintained the grounds but had applied for grants to improve facilities. Cllr Ablett said that it should be recognised that the village benefited from their considerable work on the grounds. The resident acknowledged this. Cllr Finch added that Cricket Clubs had been affected by covid and any excess funds were ploughed back into the club. It was agreed as a way forward that this would be discussed with the Cricket Club at their next meeting.
An enquiry was received from Loddington Church representative as to whether LPC had planned an event to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee in June. LPC advised nothing planned at present. LPC were happy to offer the use of the Pavilion and Recreation ground for such event. No charge would be made due to the financial position of the Church. Dates would need to be confirmed asap due to cricket schedule. Cllr Neville agreed to research Jubilee Celebrations.
The Church representative advised that the church may also run a Loddfest event in the same month. It was felt that two events in the same month would not be prudent. LPC suggested that perhaps one joint event would be better. It was felt that bringing together the different groups in the village could produce a great, well attended event. Discussed setting up a subcommittee to organise this which could work with church committee representatives to manage the event. Cllr Finch advised that there were grants available for such an event. The church representative was concerned that the church needs to raise substantial funds this year. This may prevent them from agreeing to a joint event for the village. LPC advised they were open to agreeing how the funds would be split prior to the event, even weighting such a split in favour of the church if appropriate. LPC await feedback from the Loddington church meeting. 
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	21/60
	Minutes:
It was resolved to approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting on 16 November 2021.
	


	21/61
	Accounts:
i. Income and expenditure to 6 January 2022 were approved.
ii. The Parish Council received confirmation that internal controls had been followed.
iii. Payments made prior to meeting in accordance with financial regulations were reported and approved (see accompanying schedule).
iv. A schedule of payments requiring approval was presented, items were discussed and approved by Councillors (see accompanying schedule).
v. Actual expenditure was reviewed against nine- month budget position.
vi. The Clerk provided an update on changes to banking arrangements with HSBC. She explained that bank charges of £52.78 had been incurred for November, mainly due to the fireworks cash banked.  Bank charges had been included when preparing the budget. It was suggested that a community account with Barclays or Metro Bank may be worth looking at.
vii. Referring to the budget and precept computation which the Clerk had prepared general reserves of £5,000 and earmarked reserves of £13,550 were approved.
viii. Referring to the budget and precept computation which the Clerk had prepared a budget of £17,400 was approved.
ix. The precept was agreed and set at £6,500. Clerk would complete the necessary documentation and publish on the website.
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	21/62
	Councillor vacancy:
No applicants had been put forward for co-option to fill the vacancy following the 2021 election. The Clerk had again included this vacancy in the next edition of the Messenger.

	

	21/63
	Progress reports from previous meetings:
i. It was reported that the open bin outside the village hall had been removed. Cllr Neville had met with Mark Reneerkens, the Litter Warden and it was proposed that the best place for the new covered bin would be near the Parish Council notice board in Main Street. The estimated costs including installation of £351 plus VAT were approved. Cllr Neville also volunteered to paint the notice board.
ii. Cllr Durn reported that he had obtained two quotes for a war memorial, £1,200 and £26,000. It was confirmed that no provision had been made in the budget for this expense.  Cllr Durn would make an application to NNC to see if this would be permitted and report back. 
iii. The Clerk advised that she had researched into the cost of basic first aid training.  Community Heartbeat offered a 3-hour inhouse session for £250 whilst St John offered a one-day course for £160 per person.  It was agreed to wait until after the defibrillator awareness training, which had been arranged for 13 January at 7pm in the Pavilion. No further residents had expressed an interest. Cllr Reneerkens suggested that the pub should be asked if anyone would like to join the session.  She would also advertise on Facebook that there were some places left to make sure the event was worthwhile.
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	21/64
	Village matters:
i. Cllr Durn advised that LPC had worked with the school to plant 30 new trees provided by the Woodland Trust and 150 flower bulbs, provided by Mark Reneerkens.  
ii. This had been a great afternoon enjoyed by the school children. LPC thanked the Woodland Trust for providing the trees, Mark Reneerkens for providing the bulbs and his hard work on the day, along with the school children and Cllr Durn.  Cllr Neville was thanked for sourcing the grant.  A future joint initiative with the school would be a litter poster competition. The winner would see their design printed on a banner.  Cllr Neville to provide a map of the litter bins.  LPC agreed to provide prizes for the competition.
iii. Cllr Reneerkens provided an update on her Police Liaison role explaining that so far the emphasis had been on towns but would gradually move to villages in the new year.
iv. Cllr Neville suggested ways in which LPC could improve communications with residents.  She discussed obtaining resident’s views through a broad survey and the use of a suggestions box, which could be placed by the notice board.  Cllr Neville provided further details to explain the benefits of improving communications.  It was agreed to pursue these ideas further.
v. Correspondence from CommMiniBus was discussed and the Clerk agreed to contact the company for an update.
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	21/65
	Planning applications:
i. The Chair provided an update on the status of existing planning applications.
ii. Amendments and applications since last meeting:
· Loddington Coppice NK/2021/0888 S73 Application
Application to reword the conditions set upon approval of application ref KET/2020/0610.
No comments to be submitted.
· Uplands Farm NK/2021/0765 Re- notification 
Revised Plans submitted and further details added to original application. Planning committee decided that the original response should not be changed following this re-notification. 
In addition, the Clerk reported that NNC were investigating an alleged breach of planning permission relating to tree work in the conservation area in Main Street. 

	



	21/66
	Playing Field Report:
i. The Playing Field Manager provided an update:
· The Security System was now in place and running well.
· Roofing work would be carried out on 21 January.
There were other maintenance/improvements required to the playing field and pavilion:
· The Pavilion will require internal painting.
· Air blocks required replacing.
· Outside lighting require deep cleaning.
· New expelair fan cover required.
· Plumbing work in toilets.
ii. Further consideration would be given to adapt the pavilion to provide female changing facilities possibly by use of the loft space.  This would need to be investigated further.
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	21/67
	Funding from community grants:
Cllr Finch provided an update on eligibility criteria for community grants currently on offer from the Community Action Fund Grant, NNC Community Funding and Government UK Community Renewal Fund. He explained that whilst these grants could not be used for external building work they may be available for internal adaptions such as loft space. In addition, there were monies available for events organised by Parish Councils.

	



	21/68
	Asset Mapping Project (AMP):
LPC agreed to engage with the Northants CALC Asset Mapping Project and appointed an AMP working group comprising of the clerk and three councillors. Cllrs Ablett, Faulkner and Neville.

	

	21/69
	Training:
i. Cllr Finch and Cllr Reneerkens expressed an interest in the new planning course.
ii. The Clerk advised that CILCA training would begin on 22 March.

	
JM

	21/70
	Date of next meeting:
10 March 2022

	




Meeting closed at 9.18 pm
Signed Chairman: ………………………………………………….	Date:……………………………
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