LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Report to the Annual Meeting – April 2021
Introduce current Parish Council: Jane Mann (Clerk), Hannah Reneerkens, Alice Ablett, Elizabeth Critchley, Heidi Faulkner, Yvonne Scarrott and Sara Neville.
The Council have lost a member during the past two years and a further two have decided not to stand for re-election. 
Council member Roy Waddington, Excellent work carried out on organising the Speeding Signs and making people aware of what is expected of dog owners.
Council member Elizabeth Critchley. Had the difficult function in co-ordinating with Highways.
Council member Yvonne Scarrott. Preparation of the Fire Risk Assessment for the pavilion.
As a positive note, Sara Neville has recently been co-opted onto the council and during the election process, Marc Finch was nominated onto the Parish Council. The election process was uncontested.
[bookmark: _Hlk70261890]The full council should be for 7 councillors, so we do have vacancy. If anyone is willing to support the village as a councillor, you can be co-opted on to the committee at the next meeting on 20 May.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the village officers who have volunteered their time to support the village. This includes:
[bookmark: _Hlk70261507]Hannah Reneerkens: Neighbourhood Watch and Police Liaison Officer. Hannah has ensured that the council and the village is kept aware of all known threats that the village may need to protect against.
We also thank Robert Durn for his work as Footpath Officer.
[bookmark: _Hlk70261991]I am covering Neighbourhood Watch and Tree Warden.  It is appropriate to mention that Loddington has a large Conservation area and work to be carried out on trees must obtain planning permission from North Northants Unitary.
Again, if anyone is willing to support the vacant roles of Litter Wardens, Neighbourhood Watch and Tree Warden, please contact the Clerk of the Parish Council. 
A big thank you to all the volunteers, especially the Loddington Doorstep Volunteer Group and to our Post lady who has helped in many ways during this unprecedented time.
The council holds meetings in public six times a year covering several key areas. Covid has impacted on meetings and we are waiting the outcome regarding future meetings.  
All councillors are volunteers and give their time freely working primarily in areas of work:
1. Decision-making: Councillors set an annual budget, and then decide which activities to support, where money should be spent, what services should be delivered and what policies should be implemented.
2. Monitoring: Councillors make sure that their decisions lead to efficient and effective services by keeping an eye on how well things are working.
3. Getting involved locally: Councillors have responsibilities towards their constituents and local organisations.
The Trustees of the Poor’s Land Charity are currently Mrs Bea Martin and myself. The Trustees are looking to restructure the Charity.
Unfortunately, with Covid 19 prevalent disruption to organised events failed to materialise; hence income streams were limited.
We could not continue with the tradition of the village annual Fireworks display. 
The Parochial Church Council organises “Lod Fest” and could not hold the event, which was a great loss of funding for the church. 
We have not been able to let out the Pavilion and its grounds to several different village organisations, including Stitch Knit and Natter, the Ukulele band as well as a few small parties all due to Covid 19. These in the past have helped provide funding for the facility.
We have continued with improving the grounds and upgrading the Pavilion. I would like to thank the members of the Cricket Club who have kept the grounds in tiptop condition. If the Cricket Club did not carry out this task, then the Precept would probably be increased. It helps to defray the costs of upkeep. 
[bookmark: _Hlk70263157]The use of the Playing field and Pavilion for sport and recreation is to the following organisations:
Cricket – 3 Junior Teams, 3 Senior Teams and in the process of having a Female Team.
Football – 1 under 12’s Boys Team and 1 under 12’s Girls Team.
Zumba – Ladies participation.
Field Hockey – Training sessions.
Loddington Primary School CEVA – Recreation ground used for sporting activities by all age groups.
Recently the Loddington and Mawsley Cricket Club approached the Parish Council to seek the permission to apply for an alcohol licence for their events. Permission was granted by 5 votes 1. No further action was to be carried by the Council. A request for the Council Conveyance document was passed on to a resident of Loddington following due process.
During the year, the Council maintained a close watch on planning matters to try to maintain the character of the village. There have been several planning applications going through a Planning committee of the Parish Council working closely with KBC and NCC.
The Local Plan has been in progress for some considerable time and reached formal consultation stage, progressing with submission to Secretary of State on 28th May 2020. Planning Inspector Elaine Worthington MTP MUED MRTPI, appointed to undertake an independent examination into the soundness and legal compliance of the Kettering Borough Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan (the Plan). The Inspector’s task is to consider the soundness of the submitted Plan, based on the criteria set out in paragraph 35 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2019 (the Framework).  The relevant soundness criteria are based on:
1 – positively prepared .2 - justified .3 – effective.4 – consistent with national policy.
Conclusion – Therefore in her findings she has indicated that the HVI Local Green Spaces identified in Loddington HV1027, HVI028 and HVI054 did not qualify as Historically and Visually Important Open Spaces which belong to Landowners. Hence the proposed deletion from the local plan.
Cransley Road update is as follows: -
We know it has been a while since the last update but there has not been too much news to share for a few weeks. We now think that a date will be set in the month of November 2021 for the hearing. As previously explained, Covid has created many delays and a significant backlog. We should all probably anticipate that the hearing would be 4 days. 

In the meantime, we have taken the opportunity during the winter months to get some updated photos of the site (when there is less greenery and natural protection to shield it from view). We are also in the process of sourcing quotes to carry out an ecological survey - specifically to look for reptiles living on adjacent land. Our ecologist has already carried out a thorough assessment and provided his expert opinion on the damage that has been caused by the development (his evidence will, we hope, be immensely powerful), but Spring is the best time to look for specific wildlife activity and so we are looking into this to help further bolster the case. 

We are of course frustrated by the delays but now all we can do is wait and continue to ensure we are as well prepared as possible. The fact we have an opportunity to do a Spring wildlife survey could well prove to be helpful. 

Finally, the Parish Council would be able to do little of this work without the efforts of our Parish Clerk, Jane Mann. Jane’s contract is based on so many hours per week but know she must volunteer considerably more time than that to cover all the work she gets done. The Village owes her a debt of gratitude. 
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