


LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
79 Harrington Road, Loddington, NN14 1JZ
T: 01536 710525
Email: clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk  Website: www.loddingtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com

MINUTES OF ANNUAL/PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY 2 MAY 2024 at 7.45pm 
Sports Pavilion Harrington Road Loddington NN14 1JZ

Present:	Cllr Alan Durn, Cllr Mark Reneerkens, Cllr Joby Simson,
Cllr Lorraine Wensor, Jane Mann (Clerk), NNC Cllr Jim Hakewill
7 members of the public

	Item no
	ANNUAL MEETING

	24/01
	To elect Chairman of Loddington Parish Council:
Nomination for Cllr Durn received from Cllr Reneerkens and seconded by Cllr Wensor. Resolved to elect Cllr Durn as Chairman.

	24/02
	Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form by Chairman:
Cllr Durn signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

	24/03
	To elect Vice Chairman of Loddington Parish Council:
Nomination for Cllr Reneerkens received from Cllr Durn and seconded by Cllr Wensor.  Resolved to elect Cllr Reneerkens as Vice Chairman. 

	24/04
	Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form by Vice Chairman:
Cllr Reneerkens signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

	24/05
	Apologies for absence: 
Apologies from Cllr Alice Ablett were accepted.



	Item no
	ORDINARY MEETING

	24/06
	Declaration of Interests:
i. Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.
ii. Councillors were reminded of the need to declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature- Cllr Durn declared a non-pecuniary interest in his Playing Field Manager role.

	24/07
	Public session: 
i. To consider resident’s request for further speed initiatives in the village.
This point was discussed during the Annual Parish meeting.
ii. To consider resident’s request for fencing to secure the playing field.
This request was discussed but it was felt that it was the dog owner’s responsibility to ensure the safety of their dog whilst using the playing field.
iii. Following the publication of the agenda a request was received from the PCC of St Leonards Church for an annual donation to the churchyard maintenance. It was agreed that this request should be included on the next agenda for a decision to be made. Action point JM.

	24/08
	Minutes:
The minutes from the previous meeting held on 7 March 2024 were approved for signature.

	24/09
	Governance:
i. Loddington Parish Council certified themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015.
ii. The certificate of exemption was approved.
iii. The Annual Governance Statement for 2023/24 was reviewed and approved.
iv. The Annual Accounting Statement 2023/24 was reviewed and approved.
v. The Internal Audit report was received, and recommendations were noted.
vi. The dates for the Exercise of Public rights were agreed as 3 June-12 July 2024.
vii. It was agreed to take part in the NNC Community Governance Review. It was felt that the boundaries should remain as they are. Action point JM.
viii. Governance Policies and documents were approved:
i. Standing Orders
ii. Internal Controls Procedure
iii. Planning Committee Terms of Reference
iv. NNC Code of Conduct
v. The new version of Financial Regulations was not yet available for review.

	24/10
	i. The financial situation as at 30 April was approved, bank balances were reported:
Precept account £13,249.03. Recreation account £10,498.66. Fighting Fund account £12,241.22, Total £35,988.91.
It was noted that the precept had been received, £14,350 in addition to income from the Football clubs £180.
ii. Cllr Wensor was appointed as internal control officer. Confirmation that internal controls had been followed were received. Closing balance reconciles with bank statement on 30 April 2024.
iii. Bank signatories were re-approved as Cllrs Alan Durn, Alice Ablett and Mark Reneerkens. Heidi Faulkner would need to be removed. Action point JM.
iv. Councillors were provided with a list of payments that arose on a regular basis:
Salaries and statutory deductions
Clerk’s expenses: working from home allowance and print plan 
Boiler service and repairs
Fire safety
Pavilion materials and oil
Subscriptions and audit
Training courses
Insurance
Bank charges
These payments were authorised for the year ahead provided that budgetary controls were adhered to.
v. Parish Council suppliers for goods and suppliers under £3,000 were approved:
List of current suppliers used: Spendlove Contracting, Wilby Tree Surgeons, Warkton Roofing, Yobco, B & Q, Fox Oil Services, Smiths Fire, Bookers, Wickes, Gigaclear, and Incognito. The Parish Council are currently looking for a Plumber.
vi. Direct debits in place for electricity and water were re-approved.
vii. Payments made prior to meeting in accordance with financial regulations authorised either at PC meeting or by two Councillors and paid by BACS were reported:
20 March Clerk’s March salary £495.47
20 March HMRC £123.80
20 March Clerk’s expenses £20.08
17 April EDF £45.07
29 April Clerk’s April salary £495.47
29 April HMRC £123.80
29 April Clerk’s expenses £20.08
viii. Further outstanding invoices were approved:
Boiler breakdown £265.97.
Pavilion maintenance £24.00, £30.00, £42.45 and £166.50.
ix. Insurance cover was approved, £912.27.
x. NCALC £675.59 and NACRE £42.00 subscriptions were approved.

	24/11
	Councillor vacancy:
An application for co-option was received from Paul Lamb, who was nominated by Cllr Reneerkens and seconded by Cllr Simson. Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and Code of Conduct documents were completed.

	24/12
	Progress reports from previous meetings:
i. An update was received on the NNC owned garages in Harrington Road. Despite contacting NNC on numerous occasions they have not provided an update. It was suggested that this be removed from the agenda in future as we are not receiving any public complaints about it.  Cllr Reneerkens will continue to monitor and contact NNC if the garage area becomes overgrown again through lack of maintenance.
ii. An update on solar conversion of speed equipment was received. Awaiting NNC to make contact about possibly using electricity supply from street lighting to power speed indication device.  

	24/13
	Village matters:
i. The unauthorised traveller site was covered during the Annual Parish meeting.
ii. The Asset of Community Value nomination has been approved and notification had been received that the owner intended to undertake a ‘relevant disposal’ of the property. This action triggered a 6-week initial moratorium period to 16 May 2024. During this time eligible community interest groups may request to be a potential bidder for the property.
iii. D day celebrations were discussed. Cllr Simson would prepare an announcement for the website, Facebook, Messenger, school and village posters.

	24/14
	Planning applications: 
i. Cllr Ablett was proposed as Chairman of the Planning Committee by Cllr Durn and seconded by Cllr Simson. Committee members would remain the same.
ii. An update on existing planning applications was received:
· 2024/0127 Sterling Court -S73 application has been approved. 
· 2021/0765 Uplands Farm- an appeal had been received.
iii. There was one new application for tree work in Parklands Close.
iv. There were no updates on enforcement issues, Loddington Lodge or the school.

	24/15
	Playing Field Report.
i. The PFM provided an update on maintenance undertaken. Internal painting of changing rooms and toilet areas had been carried out. Outside hedges have been trimmed and ground maintenance carried out. The Parish Council approved work to be carried out by the Cricket Club through a grant received of £5000. The open area is to be refurbished Existing furniture has been removed and is to be replaced. 
ii. An update was received on the Football Club’s request for a shed. A grant has been applied for by the Football Club in the region of £8000. Quotes have been received from Glebe Farm £3,258 and Albany Shed £3,695
v. An increase in the Cricket Club rental fees were approved at £2,163. Invoice has been prepared with the 4% increase as agreed within the contract.

	24/16
	Future meetings:
Provisional dates were set as:
27 June, 22 August, 7 November 2024, 2 January 2025, 6 March 2025.



 
	.  	Meeting closed at 8.32 pm


	Signed Chairman……………………..
	Date………………..



