LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
79 Harrington Road, Loddington, NN14 1JZ
T: 01536 710525
Email: clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk  Website: www.loddingtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THURSDAY 22 AUGUST 2024 
Sports Pavilion Harrington Road Loddington NN14 1JZ
Present: 	Cllr Alan Durn (Chair), Cllr Alice Ablett, 	Cllr Paul Lamb, 
Cllr Mark Reneerkens, Cllr Joby Simson Cllr Lorraine Wensor, 
Jane Mann (Clerk) 4 members of the public
	Item no
	Decisions 
	Action

	24/30
	Apologies for absence:
There were no apologies from Councillors. Apologies were received from NNC Cllr Jim Hakewill and 
Bea Martin.

	

	24/31
	Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Durn declared a non-pecuniary interest in his Playing Field Manager and Village Hall roles.
Cllr Reneerkens declared an interest in agenda item 24/34.

	


	24/32
	Public session: 
· Following two accidents within minutes that morning a resident queried whether the signage was adequate leading up to the traffic calming pinchpoint on Harrington Road. Cllr Reneerkens would contact Highways for their view on this.
· Apologies had been received regarding confetti after the recent wedding in the village.
· It was reported that there was a further installation of solar panels in a conservation area.
	

MR


AA

	24/33
	Minutes:
It was resolved to approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 20 June 2024.

	


	24/34
	Councillor vacancy:
It was reported that there were two applicants received for co-option to fill the current vacancy, Michele Collins and Kate Reneerkens. Cllr Reneerkens declared an interest in this matter and left the room whilst Councillors voted on who they felt would be best candidate for the role. Michele Collins and Kate Reneerkens addressed the Council and then there was a show of hands for each candidate, with the majority of votes going to Kate Reneerkens, who was then co-opted on to the Council. Declaration of acceptance of office and code of conduct documents were completed.  Michele Collins was thanked for her interest in the vacancy.

	




JM

	24/35
	Governance:
The financial regulations were reviewed and approved.
	
JM


	24/36
	i. The financial situation at 21 August 2024 was reported, with a balance of £8,967.37 in the precept account and £10,908.66 in the recreation account. 
ii. The Parish Council received confirmation from Cllr Wensor that internal controls had been followed.
iii. Payments made prior to the meeting in accordance with financial regulations which have been previously authorised and paid by BACS were reported:

	1 July 2024
	Clerk’s salary 
	495.47

	1 July 2024
	HMRC
	123.80

	1 July 2024
	Clerk’s expenses
	20.08

	31 July 2024
	Clerk’s salary 
	495.27

	31 July 2024
	HMRC
	124.00

	31 July 2024
	Clerk’s expenses
	20.08

	8 August 2024
	Smiths Fire
	152.40

	8 August 2024
	NCALC
	12.00

	8 August 2024
	NCALC
	50.40

	8 August 2024
	Warkton Roofing
	301.20

	[bookmark: _Hlk146825474]21 August 2024
	Clerk’s salary 
	495.47

	21 August 2024
	HMRC
	123.80

	21 August 2024
	Clerk’s expenses
	20.08


iv. Outstanding payments for electricity £394.09 and Fireworks £825.00 were approved.
v. A business debit card for use by the Playing Field Manager was approved.
vi. A joint purchase with Great Cransley Parish Council for the latest edition of Arnold Baker on Local Council Administration was approved.

	

















JM

JM

	24/37
	Gov.uk.domain
Whilst funding was available the switch to a Gov.uk domain was approved.

	
JM

	24/38
	Progress reports from previous meetings:
NNC/Kier estimate that the cost of installing a mains electricity supply to the speed sign would be £5000 metered or £3000 unmetered. If unmetered the PC would have to pay an agreed set rate. The Parish Council are aware that similar work has been carried out in other areas of Northants. It was recommended that we continue with the existing battery-operated speed sign for time being while it still works, due to prohibitive costs of a new sign and installation.  Unfortunately, the damage to the casing is preventing moving the Harrington Road/Cransley Road sign to alternative locations.

	

	24/39
	Village matters:
i. An update was received from NNC on the unauthorised traveller’s site. NNC have draft external legal information which will be presented to the committee. A meeting has been arranged with NNC on 4 September for a further update. We are continuing to monitor activity on the site and passing on information to NNC.
ii. No updates have been received on the Hare. 
iii. Cllr Reneerkens provided an update on his Police Liaison role, He attended the PLR conference on 25 June, where the new PFCC Danielle Stone was introduced. A main topic for discussion was lack of liaison between the Police and parish councils, and uniformed officers not attending PC meetings.  We have since received contact from the police and they ae showing an interest in coming to future meetings every few months.
An abandoned vehicle in Cransley Road next to Harrington Road junction was duly reported to the Police as it was causing an obstruction. Vehicle was removed by Police on 7 August.
The person sleeping rough in the Harrington Road bus shelter has been reported to Police as antisocial behaviour.
iv. Cllr Lamb advised that there were currently no joint initiatives with the school. 
v. An update was received on Highways issues. The Highways Officer and Cllr Reneerkens continue to report defects and other issues including recently: 
· Street Light no.5 in Harrington Road not working; 
· Grass cutting, 2 further cuts since last meeting after much chasing; 
· Grass verges on rural roads, eg. on the way to Rothwell, long grass causing visibility problems on bends and obscuring signs;
· Footpath from Loddington to Thorpe Malsor overgrown – formal complaint submitted and upheld, work now completed.
	A meeting with Ben Wright from Kier was held on 16 August to identify outstanding issues and   continual liaison will take place. 
	Overflowing litter and dog bins were reported repeatedly between 29 July and 7	August   before any action was taken. It was hoped they will now be emptied again on a regular basis. 
vi. The purchase of two new noticeboards were approved. Cllr Wensor to provide costings.
vii. It was reported that the Fireworks evening would take place on 5 November 2024. An invoice had been received and approved

	

AD/MR
























LW

	24/40
	Planning applications:
i. Cllr Ablett provided an update on existing applications.
ii. There were no new planning applications or amendments received since last meeting. Cllr Ablett would follow up regarding the installation of solar panels in a conservation area.
iii. An update was received on the air source heat pump installation at Loddington School AOC 0423/2201/ENFO 2023/00085.
The Consultation on Green Hill Solar Farm was discussed but no comments were made.

	

AA

	24/41
	Playing Field Report:
An update was received from the Playing Field Manager on maintenance, improvements and usage of the playing field and pavilion. It was reported that the cricket season would end on 21 September. Recycling would need to improve. Work carried out: bushes trimmed; limited weed killing; mole removal; roof and veranda repaired; broken locks on toilets have been replaced with an alternative. A solution was required regarding broken toilet seats. Summer Camps cricketers (four weeks) end on 23 August, and footballers (2 weeks) already completed. Other areas – Grass cutting, strimming and tree/bushes trimmed on Main Street.

	




	24/42
	Training:
There were some further training needs for new Councillors. Cllr Lamb was already booked in and Cllr Simson expressed an interest in this training.

	
PL/JS

	24/43
	Date of next meeting: 7 November 2024

The meeting closed at 8.05 pm.

	




Signed Chairman: ………………………………………………….	Date………………………
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